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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

RICHARD WEBER EARNS NAFI MASTER INSTRUCTOR ACCREDITATION 

KALAMAZOO, MI.  5/01/2014 The National Association of 

Flight Instructors (NAFI) is proud to announce that NAFI 

member Richard Weber has earned accreditation as a NAFI 

Master Flight Instructor. 

Weber is the Chief Pilot/FW for the Jacksonville (FL) 

Sheriff’s Aviation Unit, where he has been assigned since 

1998. Weber began his flying career in 1987 and earned his 

first flight instructor rating in 1995. Weber has spent his 

career flying law enforcement missions in helicopters as 

well as airplane fugitive extraditions across the United 

States. He has over 7,600 flight hours and holds an Airline 

Transport Pilot certificate for SEL, MEL and 

Rotorcraft/Helicopter and is a FAA-Certified Gold Seal Flight 

Instructor for Single and Multi-Engine Airplane, Rotorcraft/Helicopter, Instrument Airplane and 

Helicopter. Weber is a graduate of the USAF’s Advanced Instrument School and NVG Instructor School. 

He is Bell Helicopter factory trained in the Bell 206 and 407 and also receives currency training at the 

Simcom Training Center for the Piper Aerostar and Beechcraft King Air 200.  

Weber travels around the U.S. and Canada presenting aviation-related training topics to include Spatial 

Disorientation and Inadvertent IMC. He has provided this training to law enforcement pilot’s at ALEA 

seminars and conferences, EMS helicopter pilots at various bases, commercial operators at Heli-Expo 

and other FAAST events as a FAAST team representative. Weber also provides Single, Multi-Engine 

Airplane and Helicopter training through his consulting business, Webair Aviation Training, LLC.  

The NAFI Master Flight Instructor program is the longest running and most prestigious FAA accredited 

master flight instructor program in the industry. The NAFI Master Instructor accreditation is earned by 

aviation educators based upon a system of advanced professional standards and peer review. The 
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accreditation identifies and publicly recognizes those teachers of flight who demonstrate an ongoing 

commitment to excellence, professional growth, and service to the aviation community. The NAFI Master 

Instructor accreditation is for two years and may be used to renew an FAA flight instructor certificate. 

Applicants must have been a CFI for two years and have given 1,000 hours of flight instruction. In 

addition candidates must meet and document activity in four NAFI Master Instructor categories 

(Instructor, Educator, Service to the Aviation Community, and Professional Activity). 

The National Association of Flight Instructors (NAFI) purpose is to establish and promote a high level 

of professionalism among aviation educators and to provide recognition for their contributions to aviation 

safety, education and training. NAFI members teach in 17 countries in flight schools, universities, FBO’s, 

corporate flight departments, the military and as independent flight instructors. Founded in 1967 NAFI 

works with industry and government to help shape the direction of flight training and to serve as a voice 

for flight instruction. For more information about NAFI or the NAFI Master Instructor program call 866-806-

6156 or visit www.NAFINet.org. 
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